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Our focus organisation this month is Hartbeespoort Animal Welfare Society (HAWS)

who strive to achieve so much against all odds.

Once again |'ve shed a tear this month when going through the articles received. It sad-
dens me to still see so much destruction at the hands of owners. | can only hope that
we can focus more attention on the atrocities committed daily by sending these stories

out.

Until our next edition.

Alecia "J.n'
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REALITY BITES

Thoughts & Opinions

You’re Not Helping!

“But you are an Animal Welfare Organization, just
go in there and take the dogs away from them!”
How many times have welfares heard that state-
ment? Some welfares have even been accused of
standing by and watching neglect continue without
intervention, because the complainants have not
had the outcome they had hoped for.

Many a time a situation has locked disturbing and
we have asked a welfare inspector to get in there
and remove the animals from those awful people
or situation. But, to our disappointment, it can't
just be done that way. When a complaint comes in
and a welfare inspector is sent out to investigate,
many things come in to play. The inspector needs
to carry out an objective inspection and assess
whether any laws, in terms of the Animal Protec-
tion Act, are being broken.

Once an objective inspection is complete, the find-
ings need to be considered carefully. If the situa-
tion is not ideal, but there has been no deliberate
cruelty, this does not mean the animals can be
taken away from their owners.  The inspector
needs to give the owners the opportunity to rectify
the situation.

A time limit is set — which depends on the situa-
tion — and a follow up inspection is then done to
see if there has been improvement since the
first visit. The inspector will continue to do fol-
low up inspections advising the “culprits” and
guiding them in acceptable animal care. Often
people have ways of treating their animals that
are frowned upon by others, but in term of the
law are not illegal.

In the event that deliberate cruelty is found, the
Animal Welfare Inspector may remove the ani-
mals; take them for treatment and press
charges. With crime as it is in this country you
can imagine a prosecutor's reaction when an
animal cruelty case comes in. It goes straight to
the bottom of the pile because there are far
more serious crimes such as rape, murder,
armed robbery etc that need to be tended to
first. Those cases continue to pile up and the
animal cruelty case is left at the bottom of the
pile. Sad but true. So........

ceeinee.. Animal Welfares can make more of a
difference working with "offenders” and guiding
them the right way rather than just confiscating
their animals. Consider that if animals are just
taken away, more animals are obtained and
suffer the same fate. Education has a far more
positive, lasting effect than prosecution. Prose-
cution should be the last resort (depending on
the situation).

Animals have rights — (The Animal Protection
Act is available on the internet). Report situa-
tions that bother you, but please accept that
welfares can only act within the law and if you
do not get the response or reaction you had
hoped for, this is not an indication that the or-
ganization has no “bite” or are standing idly by
while animals are being neglected — Animal
owners have rights too and their animals can
not just be taken away from them at will.

Nat-Leigh Strydom
HAWS
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At 3am on Saturday the 19th of June 2010, a fire of unknown origin blazed through the camps of Dolphin EnCOuntours, The Whaler and Simply Scuba. Within 40 minutes all

the camps were completely destroyed leaving the people who owned these places of sanctuary and restoration for many a weary soul, utterly homeless. Everyone survived

unscathed, however they only had enough time to save themselves and left with what were wearing and nothing else. At least one camp cat is known to have perished in the
fire, and many are still missing. As you can imagine the situation is dire and any help you can offer would be greatly appreciated,

Personally, as devastated as | have been, | would like to thank the many people who have called and e-mailed me, asking what they can do to help. It's amazing what we can da if
we all move in the same direction. | fully believe in Angie and | know she will survive and go on to build something even better to continue observing, interacting with, conserving,
protecting and educating people on dolphins. We wish her and the amazing team all the very best and much strength as they begin this daunting task.

If you wish to donate financially, please make a deposit into the following account and use your NAME and RELIEF as the reference.
Account Name: Dolphin Eco-tours
Bank: Standard Bank
Branch: Northgate
Account Number: 402337379
Branch Code: 001106

If you wish to drop off a care package for delivery to Angie, please do so at:
Dolphin EnCOuntours Johannesburg Office: 44 Elgin Road, No 6 Heatherway, Bryanston
Contact Di or Pete for more information on what they urgently require; 011 462 8103 or 082 920 8952 or info@dolphin-encountours.co.za

Thank you all so much - together lets do what we can to truly make a difference to those in need! Every little bit will be valuable.
Michelle Sachs - Ocean’s Essence




REALITY BITES

Thoughts & Opinions

H.AW.S.— An in depth interview

HAWS was founded by Jennifer Copley in 2000. Jennifer had seen a need for such an organization
as a long time resident of Hartbeespoort. With no municipal pound in the area or welfare organization
of the kind, Jennifer started taking in stray dogs and cats, keeping them and caring for them on her
farm and then finding homes for them. What started as a small project is now a full fledged, registered
welfare organization.

What support do you get from the government/municipality?

We don't get any support from the government or municipality. Qur municipality (Madibeng) has no
municipal pound and don’t want to give us pound status as this would mean they would have to give
us funding. After some heated debates we have been told that there is no law that obliges them to
have a pound.

How do you fund your operations then?

All our operations are funded by donations from the public and fundraising which our volunteers and
committee members do. We hold many fundraisers throughout the year. We advertise these in our lo-
cal newspaper, on Facebook and by sending out flyers and e-mails to our database The more people
we can get to attend these fundraisers the more money we make for the animals. We also have a
debit order system and encourage people and businesses to donate on a monthly basis.

Linda Spencer Coye (HAWS Chairlady) receiving cuddles in the cattery



REALITY BITES

Thoughts & Opinions

The recession has hit us all hard, how has it
affected you?

The recession has affected us in that people
have less money to donate, as times are tough
for all. What's worse is that more animals are
being brought into our shelter as owners are
struggling to feed them and keep up with veteri-
nary costs. With more animals coming in and
less donations, you can imagine that things are
very tight and the budget very dismal.

How many staff do you have and are most of
them volunteers? What type of tasks do the
volunteers take care of and where do you re-
quire more help?

We do rely heavily on volunteers, but they come
and go and it's difficult to tie them down to spe-
cific days or jobs. So we usually ask the volun-
teers to come in and brush the dogs and social-
ize with them by playing with them or taking
them for walks.

We also involve the volunteers in the fundraising
events by asking them to man a stall or a par-
ticular event at the fundraisers. This helps a lot
because our bigger fundraisers require many
hands on deck.

We have a paid staff compliment of an inspector,
the kennel manager and her assistant, and four
cleaning staff. It seems like a lot but they are
not all on duty at the same time and work alter-
nating shifts to ensure continuous presence at
the kennels.

So what's an average day like for the HAWS
family?

First thing is checking the animals to make sure
everyone is well. Getting the staff organized and
making sure their duties are being tended to.
Vet trips for sterilizations and vaccinations and
treatments.

Playtime at the kennels

(The phone rings off the hook some days with
complaints, questions and so on, so this is done
amongst the daily grind of things). Out to investi-
gate complaints and do home inspections of ani-
mals that are being adopted.

Collect any donations of jumble for our jumble
sales or building material for our building. Get
back to the kennels to check that everything is
running smoothly — do admin, admissions and
adoptions. Go back to the vet to collect animals.
Double check that everyone and everything is fine
before locking up for the evening.

How many animals do you take care of at your
premises and what type of stimulation is there
for them?

Qur kennels can house 90 dogs and 40 cats at
maximum capacity. We are very rarely under our
maximum capacity as there is a continuous stream
of animals coming in, whether stray or unwanted.
We have exercise yards and the animals are let
out into the yards during the day to run and play.
They have balls and toys and our volunteers and
staff play, fetch and take them for walks around
the plot.



REALITY BITES

Thoughts & Opinions

Euthanasia. Is it a bad word at HAWS?

Because we are an organization that does not turn
any animals away, we cannot be a “no kill* organi-
zation. We decided never to turn animals away,
after an incident where our kennels were too full to
accept more dogs and a dog owner who had been
turned away drowned his bitch and her puppies.

We were devastated by this incident and decided
that we would rather be sure animals did not suffer
dreadful fates such as drowning, shooting or poi-
sonings because they have no one who wants
them.

We have a euthanize policy and very strict criteria
is adhered to when deciding the fate of an animal.
We don't put a time limit on any animal's life — they
can stay in the kennels indefinitely provided they
do not become kennel stressed or aggressive and
antisocial. It's the toughest / saddest part of the
job.

Lorna (Kennel Manager) & Afrika

What’s the weirdest animal that has been
brought in and how do you deal with them?

A mountain Leguaan. It was injured when it was
knocked over whilst crossing a road. We man-
aged to rehabilitate and release it back into the
wild successfully. If it involves wild animals like
birds, owls, bush babies or snakes we contact a
local chap who rehabilitates if possible or
houses if not.

When it comes to cats we have an experienced
“cat lady” named Felicity who helps us trap,
sterilize, vaccinate, treat and re-release feral
cats. As far as dogs go we do it ourselves with
the help of our local vet who generously assists
us where ever possible. He gives us a dis-
counted rate in order for us to be able to help
as many animals as possible on our budget.

How many of the rescues have you taken
home!

Way too many according to our husbands!
LOL! In my time with HAWS | have adopted 5
dogs from the kennels and one cat. Many of us
foster animals at our homes on an ongoing ba-
sis. Bottle feeding puppies, kittens and so on
until they are old enough to go to the kennels
and be eligible for adoption.

Do you get called out to inspect cases of
abuse? If so, are you allowed to confiscate
or must you contact the police/SPCAl/any
other legal body?

Yes we do get called out on complaints quite a
lot. Many times the complaints are mere cases
of neighbourly disputes and not abuse, neglect
or cruelty. We have a qualified inspector who
has been sworn in by the magistrate of Mad-
ibeng and he has the right to confiscate and
prosecute. If we are going to confiscate, we call
the police out to be there too, so that a case
can be laid while the confiscation takes place.
We had a case where pigs were badly ne-
glected and we did not have a suitable facility to
house them if we confiscated them, so we
called in the SPCA farm unit who took over the
case.



REALITY BITES

Thoughts & Opinions

How do you deal with aggressive owners when
having to confiscate an animal? Does it happen
often?

Qur inspector is very diplomatic and seldom gets
ruffled which helps a lot. However in one particular
case he was threatened with a gun if he removed
the animal. The poor dog was so ill (it was suffer-
ing end stage distemper) that he told the owner to
go ahead and shoot him but that the dog was go-
ing to be taken for treatment one way or another.

What was the worst case of abuse you have
had to deal with and how did it affect you and
your team?

We have had many terrible cases, but the one that
affected me the worst was a case where one
neighbour shot and killed another neighbours
dogs, and then set them alight in front of his
house. | was so upset and insisted that we had to
press charges of animal cruelty and make a big
stink and get this gruesome person into huge trou-
ble.

You can imagine my state when | learned that
there was no case and we could do absolutely
nothing to the man who had been so cruel. Firstly,
he was in his right to shoot the dogs as they were
marauding on his property. Secondly, the dogs did
not suffer, as they were killed instantly by the
shots, and thirdly, they were dead when they were
set alight so they did not suffer {(according to the
law). | was truly devastated and cried for days. It
was then that | realized that our laws protecting
animals are quite “wishy washy" in many areas.
All of us were devastated!

Tell us your best Come back from the brink of
death story.

Afrika came to us starved and neglected. He was
tied up in a field and we estimated he was only a
few months old. It turned out he was older than he
looked but had stunted growth due to malnourish-
ment. We pampered Afrika and with love and
proper feeding we managed to get him in good
shape. Afrika found a great home. He is living in
Pecanwood and goes for long walks on the golf
estate and up the mountain.

He also goes for training. He has grown tall and
definitely looks like he has some Great Dane in
him. He has a Cocker Spaniel friend to play
with and is extremely happy in his new home.

Afrika - Happy and healthy

If you had R1 million what would you spend
it on? On that note, what do you need the
most at the moment?

| would say that we would use it towards a ster-
ilization campaign so that we can have an effect
on the dreadful overpopulation of pets that af-
fects our area. | think that one million would
make the biggest and most useful difference
here. Currently we need money towards opera-
tional costs. Our budget predicts that we will be
R551, 954.00 in the minus if we don’t get more
donations in this year or another grant from the
NDLTF.

Where can you be contacted if someone
wants to help with donations or volunteer
work?

To volunteer or to find out about the animals we
have up for adoption you can contact
kennelmanager@haws.co.za or phone on 076
455 0322. All info can also be obtained from
our website, www . haws.co.za .




HEALTH MATTERS

i Thoughts & Opinions ‘

Degenerative Join Disease - Osteoarthritis

One in five dogs has osteoarthritis. To determine if your dog
may be suffering from this painful disease take the following
quiz.

Does your dog tire easily, lag behind during walks?

Does your dog limp, or appear stiff after exercise?

Is your dog reluctant to climb steps or jump?

Is your dog slow to rise, or has difficulty rising from a resting
position?

Does your dog prefer lying down to sitting or standing?

Have you noticed any changes in your dogs behaviour?

Has your dog ever been injured?

Has your dog ever been diagnosed with elbow or hip displacia?

If the answer is yes to any of the questions, ask your vet to examine your dog for ostecarthritis. Os-
teoarthritis increases in severity as the disease progresses, from early to more advanced stages, de-
creasing your dogs mobility and increasing the severity of pain experienced. Osteoarthritis represents
25% of diseases affecting the senior population. The risk of osteoarthritis can be higher even in
younger animals in the following cases.

Overweight

Trauma

Congenital joint problems

Predisposed breeds (mainly large and giant breeds)

The quality of life can be improved with a combination of diets, supplements and anti-
inflamatories. These all have an incredible impact on the dogs quality of life.




RESCUE ME

‘" Tales of Daring Rescues and Rehabilitation

Rescue - Rehabilitate - Re-Home

Pepe’s Tale

Pepe arrived here at the shelter from Klapmuts on
the 26th November 2009. He was a bundle of
bones, (only 8kg); very weak, had very little hair,
suffering from severe malnutrition and Demodectic
mange. As a result he had a number of complica-
tions including immuno-deficiency.

The only thing he had going for him was a will to
live. There was hope in his eyes, pleading for a
second chance. We listened! With dedicated medi-
cal care and the amazing support from the public
by means of covering his medical bills and a lot of
tender loving care, he slowly but surely started to
recover.

As he started to heal, standing up and walking
for longer and longer stretches at a time, his self
confidence grew. He learned to trust all over
again, became more playful with his still battered
body, life was finally good

As the weeks passed into months, he ran around
our exercise camp, enjoying life, his coppery
brown coat gleaming in the sun, still growing
stronger daily.

The day came — 16 January 2010, we had to say
good bye to him. He was off to his new home! He
weighed a full 18kg, was strong, healthy and se-
cure in his new body and looking forward to his
new chapter in his life —a happy family home. Go
well Pepe, go well.

Animal Welfare Stellenbosch
021 886 4901
www.aws-stb.co.za
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BREAKING GROUND

Training, Obedience and Guidance |

How the different breeds of dogs evolved

Early village dogs because they had direct physical
and social contact with man retained the playful
characteristics of juvenile wolves and did not de-
velop the full predatory behaviours of adult wolves.
Man could therefore accept them without danger to
himself.

These characteristics became established in the
adult, reproductive population of village dogs.
Some of the dogs would have developed the more
adult characteristics in terms of their predatory be-
haviour and they would have been ideal for man to
take on the hunt with him. Other dogs would have
shown an ability to herd sheep and other livestock,

These dogs would have been bred together and
any offspring that attacked livestock would have
been culled. Village dogs that showed no ability to
hunt or herd and that retained very juvenile behav-
iour would have been used for guarding livestock.
Other adult dogs who had developed possessive
instincts over subjects would have been selected

11

Any retrieving dogs that attacked animals being
hunted would have been culled. So man was
instrumental in developing the working breeds of
dog for herding, stalking, heeling, retrieving and
guarding. Dogs that worked well would have
then been trained and their skills refined. Others
that were not good at their jobs would have been
culled and eaten.

Over thousands of years dogs were bred for
their particular working ability. It did not matter
what the dog looked like, it mattered whether it
was good at its job. Because man selected for
certain behavioural characteristics different types
of dog evolved. The shape of the dogs, includ-
ing the dogs brain, also altered according to the
dogs' working ability.
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The Romans were most probably the first to
classify dogs according to their working ability —
there were 6 different groups of working dogs.
Over time various breeds of dogs within these
breeds were recognised and by Elizabethan
times there were twenty breeds of dogs. In 1873
the English Kennel Club was established and
they recognised forty breed types.






