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| would be lying if | said | wasn't amazed that we managed to put this e-zine together by
the deadline we set. The articles supplied are crammed full of information which provide
you with a better understanding of what the various organisations deal with on a daily
basis, the knowledge to deal with tricky pet situations and of course articles to make
you ponder matters you may not even have considered important before.

We have to thank everybody who took the time out to supply exceptional articles with
no hesitation whatsoever. Your constant hard work in the animal welfare field is appreci-
ated by all.

Lastly | hope you will find the first edition of Animal Digest as entertaining and interest-
ing to read as it has been to put together.

Until our next edition.

Alecia 0‘:-'



REALITY BITES

Thoughts & Opinions

Petshops - Are they really necessary?

While | see the need for petshops to sell pet care
items, | do not see the need for cages stuffed full of
fluffy animals, most of which should not be living
together. Hamsters, for example, are solitary ani-
mals and like to nest and hide away “alone”, a rare
luxury in any petshop.

Guinea pigs are much the same, although more
sociable, they breed easily and are very sensitive
little pets. Rabbits will fight unless together from a
young age and can do extreme injury to each other
when put together. Rabbits also like to produce
multiple litters of young! Sterilisation is essential.

Most petshops | have dealt with like to “chuck 'em
all in", probably to save shop floor space and for
maximising profits on keeping large quantities. Af-
ter all, that is why people are in business ~ to make
money! While some petshops take time and effort,
maintaining clean cages and well cared for pets,
others are a living hell for the animals housed
there.
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In my opinion, rabbits should not live in a2 cage but
should be housed in an outdoor run which has
shelter, drainage and open spaces. All rabbits and
guinea pigs can be sterilised and to allow them to
repeatedly breed is cruel.

Guinea pigs are also used as live food for snake
enthusiasts and rabbit meat sells for about R70 per
kilo in butchers across South Africa. In Peru,
guinea pig is a normal dish to have for supper, and
in France you can order a plate of horsemeat. So
where does one draw the line?

What is the purpose of breeding these
animals?

Most rabbits and guinea pigs suffer a lifetime of
nervous fear and terror anyway — to add babies
into the mix is irresponsible. Sadly, it is known
to welfare organisations that both rabbits and
guinea pigs are used in dog fights as bait.

This is a personal decision, but | think that a
typical human's diet of cow, pig, sheep and sea
food is more than enough without adding rabbit
(and more) into the equation as well. Besides,
eating pastas, fruits and greens is just better for
youl

Get to know your SPCA Inspector!

If you don't like what you see in a petshop, re-
port them to the SPCA Inspectorate in your
area. Do not buy a puppy or kitten from a pet
shop. You will more than likely end up with
problems. Do not support pet shops that crowd
their animals into cages. Speak to the manager
and make sure that standards are of the high-
est.

Adopt puppies and kittens from a reputable
adoption organisation and be sure that it has
been sterilized before you take it home. Adop-
tion from a welfare shelter ensures that you
take home a happy, sterilised and healthy pet.

If you are concerned about a petshop, go back
every 2 months or so just to keep an eye on
what is happening there — it's a good idea to
build a good relationship with the shops’ man-
agement so that they know the public are
watching!
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| know parents who went to the petshop to buy a toy for someone else's new kitten, and end up taking
home a selection of pets themselves. This is not the way to do itl Make sure that you actually WANT
a pet, particularly a pet which lives in a cage, and then make a decision to view and choose carefully.

== =1

The novelty of it all

If the novelty wears off, and you are left with a caged pet that you don't really want or need, call your
local welfare organisation and make an arrangement. Don't be ashamed to admit defeat ~ caged pets
are difficult, ime consuming and hard work 24/7 |

Overall, speak for those who cannot speak and take action where you know it is needed. Petshop ani-
mals need your care as well — don't be afraid to speak out.

Karen de Kierk
Animal Rescue Orginisation




Community Led Animal Welfare

Community Led Animal Welfare (CLAW) brings hope
to impoverished communities
where traditional veterinary services are often unavailable.

CLAW provides:

Sterilisation: intensive sterilisation campaigns prevent
the birth of litters which no community can sustain.

Vaccination of domestic animals to prevent the
spread of communicable diseases.

Deworming and dipping to prevent internal
and external parasites.

Veterinary treatment for diseases of pets
and livestock. Most informal settlement residents
have no access to such a service.

Re-homing of unwanted animals.

Humane education: There is a direct relationship
between animal cruelty and violence. CLAW's work in

humane education and access to basic pet healthcare
is a critical first step to prevent crime and violence.

Humane euthanasia: terminally ill pets are
humanely euthanased.

Emergency visits.

Creation of a culture of payment & :
responsibility for such services. «-i Y

i

CLAW relies on support from the public,

call 011 763 1638 to find out how you can help.
www.claw-sa.org * clawsouthafrica@gmail.com

CLAW NPO Registration no: 007 416
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Thoughts & Opinions

Pick Me

Why not me?

Why is it that some dogs get left on the shelf?
They wait patiently for months, or even years, with
no one opening their homes or their hearts to
them. As the years tick by so does the hope that
one day they will be loved and cared for. As hu-
mans, we may look at this animal that nobody has
chosen and think there must be something wrong
with it otherwise surely it would have found a home
by now? We then move on and choose ancther
dog or perhaps a pure breed puppy.

| have just adopted such a dog. Found as a small
puppy he was taken to Hermanus Animal Welfare
in the hope of finding his happy ever after. There
he waited patiently for month after month watching
people come and go but no one was willing to give
him a second, or even first, chance at life.

His faith never ran out and he continued each day
with a spring in his step, a wag in his tail and a lick
and a cuddle for all the staff that work there. But as
he grew into a handsome dog he still had no family
he could call his own. As time went by the ever
ticking clock that hung over his head began to
sound an alarm....he was now on death row and
would soon be euthanized simply because nobody
wanted him.

| became aware of Sierra when reading the PETS
newsletter. | immediately phoned Hermanus Ani-
mal Welfare to find out more about him. | have 2
small children, 2 Labradors, 2 cats and a horse
(not to mention a husbhand!) so | already had a lot
on my plate but | couldn't bear the thought of this
young dog being destroyed.

The Animal Welfare told me Sierra was good with
other dogs but he had never been exposed to cats
or children so they did not know how he would re-
act to them. But | had to give him a chance, at this
point he had nothing to lose. Attention and let their
patience pay off because who knows...they could
have been sitting there all that time waiting for you,
their happy-ever-after.

Readers noles:
A wonderful book that has helped me im-
mensely is “The Dog Listener” by Jan Fennell.

If you do experience any teething problems
with your dog (and this can happen with any
dog or puppy, even a dog you've had for a few
years can start exhibiting unacceptable behav-
iour) this book is wonderful at helping us to un-
derstand our canine friends better.

A dog cannot learn to speak human and this is
often an expectation we unknowingly put on our
beloved pets which results in the animal experi-
encing stress. This stress can lead to behaviour
that we perceive to be naughty and often
stressful for us too.

But the good news is that we can learn to
speak dog and in doing so eradicate bad be-
haviour because we now have a happy and
stress free pouch.

Alternatively you can go to your local vet where
they will have details of Animal Behaviourists.

Karyn Scriven
P.ETS.
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An Ode to the lost & lonely

You are cold.
Hungry.
You are sore somewhere, but you can't say where
or why.
You are alone & so sad. The memory of being
warm, fed & loved is far off, as if through a dense
mist.

You have given up searching for someone to care

for you. Given up trying to swat the flies that sur-

round your sores. Given up trying to defend your-
self against the kicks & rocks.

You lie in the mud.
Waiting.
For someone?
For something?
Perhaps you are just waiting to die.
You have no voice.
And if you did, who would fisten?
You close your eyes, thinking it may be your last.

Through the usual sound of the bustle and hustle
you hear a car.
You don’t bother to move.
It stops and four arms wrap around you and pick
you up.
You fet out a growl, hoping it will discourage them
from hurting you.
They put you in the car & wrap you in a blanket,
using a fone you are not accustomed to. It is soft,
soothing.

You fall asleep to the hum of the engine and the
swaying of the car.
When you wake up, something is different.
You are not sore anymore.

There is a strange, but inviting smell. You look
around.
It smells like food.
Your stomach is full, your body is now warm.

Someone is approaching!
You bow your head, tail between the legs.
You knew it was too good fo be frue.

But wait — no punch, no kick, no sticks or rocks.
The human just holds out their hand.
Waiting.

Waiting for what?

For you.

To say it is Ok.

You perk your ears and attempt to wag your
tail.
The hand comes down, softly, soothingly.
it feels wonderful.

They keep repeating something.
Over and over.
“It's going to be alright. it's going to be ok. You
are safe now. Just rest’
And you know you are safe. You know you are
home.

There are many animals that we have found in
this very way. There are many we still have to
find. Here is our story. Here is their story.
RETS.



We've started a little late but winter is now around the corner and we are on our annual mission for the Pretoria, Joburg and
Cape Town animal shelters - collecting food and blankets for our furry friends in need. We hope that if we can collect just that little
bit more then we can help some Durban shelters too. (see website for more on he shelters we suppor)

With each consecutive year, this drive has grown from supporting just 4 shelters in 2003, to a massive 30 shelters and organisations in 2009,

Itis always our goal to grow our collection from year to year, and in 2009, with your generosity, we raised a whopping R63 742. This enabled
us to purchase over 2500 blankets, tons of dog, puppy, cat and kitten food and treats, as well as to contribule to vet bills and desperately
needed sterdisation funds. In addition to this, Purina came on board with fantastic food donation, staff at Royal Canin collected loads of fleecy
blankets and Pick n Pay kindly donated 122 fleecy blankets. With your support we are hoping to reach at least R70 000 this year!

HOW YOU CAN HELP

1) Support our drive with a monetary donation which allows us lo purchase bales of blankets and much needed food direct from manufacturers
atwholesale prices, which means we can buy even more.

2) Alternatively please buy or collect blankets, carpels, fowels and sealed cat or dog food - you can either donate this to our drive for us to
distribute (conlact us for drop off points and check out the website) OR donate them directly to your local animal shelter.

if you would like to make a monetary donation towards the drive please deposit into the following account :
Nedbank, Sandton City, M.R. Riback, Acc no. 1970645520, Branch no. 197005

Please send an email with your details to blanketdrive2010@gmail.com or sms us on the mobile numbers below when you make a
donation so that we can compile a list of contributors, thank you and update you with the progress. Also, if you specifically want
to donate to the Cape Town shelters, please include ‘CT’ with your name as a reference when you donate via EFT,

We would like to run this drive until 4th May 2010 so that we can get the blanket order placed in time with the manufacturers. This will allow
us to start distribution to the shelters by mid May, just before the bitter cold winter is upon us. We realise people who do not know us personally
may be concemed as o where their contribution is going, so please check out our website, www.blanketdrive.co.za. where you will find
media articles related o our drive and letters of endorsement as well as FAQs where there is loads more info. Remember that you can also
donate blankets and food if you so wish.

ALTERNATIVE WAYS TO CREATE AWARENESS
This year we have a download section on the websile where you can download posters and web banners. Please print and place these on
your notice boards at the office and school, on your intranet, add it to your email signature and websile if possible. .

WE CHALLENGE COMPANIES AND SCHOOLS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE BLANKET DRIVE !
Grant Thomton have supported our drive for the past two years with their collection. They hold a brilliant
competition every year where their staff donate food and blankets and are then able to enter a picture of their
petinto a Cutest Pet Contest. The winner gels a fabulous hamper sponsored by Grant Thomlon. Last year we
invited Wetnose to accept their fantastic donation.

Deutsche Bank also embraced our passion for the animals in 2009 with an incredible donation which was made
o FORA,

We have had various schools come on board and run amazing collections. This is a fantastic way to feach
children about social responsibility and respecting animals. Just a reminder, as school holidays run through
Apnl, please plan accordingly if your wish to participate.

S0 please get your company or school involved ! If your collection is big enough we will get your local shelter
to come in for a handover ceremony - and give a little bit of insight to the plight of our homeless furry friends.

Thanks as always for the lerific support, we could not do this without YOUR generosity.

Regards
Melissa and Alan Riback




HEALTH MATTERS

Thoughts & Opinions ‘

Don’t Blame the Flea Product for failing

| recently attended a lecture by Prof Michael Dry-
den of Kansas State University, one of the world's
foremost authorities on flea and tick control. His
lecture clarified quite a few issues for me. | can
now give a reasonable explanation to my clients
and to members of this forum why it sometimes
appears that flea control products don't seem to
work any more.

The flea lifecycle and how it affects
treatment efficacy

Here are some of the facts you need to know
about the flea which will have a direct influence on
whether you will see fleas on your dog despite
treatment.

e Each flea will produce 40-50 eggs per day
while on your pet. These eggs will fall off wherever
your pet spends time. So only about 5% of the total
flea population will be adults and only some of
these will be on your pets, the rest will be in the
form of eggs (50%) larvae (35%) and pupae
(10%). These will all be on your property. Obvi-
ously if most of the flea population at any time is
not on the pet, targeting adult fleas on the pet by
dipping or using insecticide powders would be of
very limited value.

o A flea will only start laying eggs 24 hours after
first jJumping on your pet. If you can consistently Kill
fleas on your pets within 24 hours, you can break
the egg-laying cycle. To achieve this you have to
use a product with residual action because newly
emerged fleas from pupae will be jumping on your
pets all the time. Dips and powders have virtually
no residual action.

e Any fleas found on pets will be 3-8 weeks ‘old'.
In other words the eggs they came from were laid
3-8 weeks ago. This means that these fleas would
not have been in contact with the products you
have used on your pets for long enough to Kill
them. Any flea control product will take up to 24
hours to kill all the fleas on your pet. So you may
very well see fleas on your pet after treatment.
This obviously doesn't mean the product is not
working!

e None of the flea control products currently
available has any significant repellent action de-
spite claims to the contrary. So newly emerged
fleas will be jumping on your pets all the time
from the vast reservoir of eggs, larvae and pu-
pae on your property in spite of regular treat-
ment.

* Pet owners are not aware that their dogs
have fleas if there are less than 3-5 fleas on their
pets. As a result people often stop treating their
pets during the winter when the flea life cycle
slows down. This enables the flea population to
quietly explode during these months. Remember
every flea lays 40 =50 eggs per day!

Given these facts, how on earth can

you ever get rid of these pesky para-
sites?

With a lot of patience and perseverance, that's
how! As | described in my newsletter, it will take
about 2 — 3 months (and sometimes even
longer) to break the flea lifecycle sufficiently to
get rid of fleas on your property and pets.

Don’t expect miracles to happen with one treat-
ment and don't start using stuff like garlic, dips,
powders and kakiebos because you think the
products you've bought from the vet is not work-
ing because you still see fleas on your pet in
spite of treatment.
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Ask yourself the following questions:

1. Am | dealing with a minor or major infesta-
tion?

If you don't know what you're dealing with, you'll
not be able to institute effective treatment.. A ma-
jor infestation is where you pull a flea comb
through the hairs on your dog’s back and you see
hundreds of fleas trapped in the comb. The mem-
bers of your household are bitten by fleas quite fre-
quently but especially if the house has remained
empty for a while. You walk in and suddenly you're
wearing black socks as thousands of voraciously
hungry fleas start attaching to your ankles!

2. So how do | cope with a major infestation?

2.1 You need to treat both the pets and the envi-
ronment. Because flea larvae don’t like direct
sunlight, they prefer the inside of houses and es-
pecially enclosed spaces under the house. There
are also far less natural predators inside the
house. Use a spray containing an insecticide with
a residual action that will also sterilise eggs and
has a growth inhibitor that will prevent the larvae
from reaching maturity. Your vet should have at
least one of these products available. It is claimed
that the sterilising action will last 6 months.

2.2 For immediate relief for your pets use a spray
with a residual action (like Frontline) or Capstar
tablets on aff pets including cats.

2.3 Follow this up with a two-weekly application
of a product on all pets in the household that will
have a residual action, will sterilise eggs, and regu-
late growth of the larvae. (Frontline Plus, Advan-
tage/Advantix, Ultrum Ultimate Spray, etc).

2.4 After two months continue with the treatment
every month throughout the year.

2.5 Don't make the mistake of keeping your pets
from going under the house or any other place
where you suspect there may be flea eggs, larvae
and pupae lurking. The idea is to allow your pets to
pick up the fleas and if they are treated regularly,
the fleas will die on them.

9

3. How about a minor infestation?

3.1 You will be able to see a minor infestation
of fleas on your pets by using a flea comb on
dogs, and the white paper test on cats. Cats are
very efficient flea catchers, so often you'll not
see any fleas on the flea comb, but with the
white paper test (see below) you can determine
with 100% efficacy if your cat's had any fleas on
him in the last ten days or so.

3.2 In a minor infestation, all you need to do is
to use the products mentioned in once a month
throughout the year.

4. What is the white paper test?

Take a white blank piece of white A4 paper and
wet it thoroughly. Use a flea comb or your fin-
gers to vigorously shake debris from the pets’
skin onto the wet paper. After a few minutes, if
you see small brown spots surrounded by a
spreading reddish brown blot, it means that a
flea or fleas have deposited faeces on your pet
in the last ten days.

Sandy Severn
Merial SA Piy Ltd

(1amOTOUs Peyy
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Location: Fourways Velerinary Clinic
1a Jangada Street
Sun Valley

Bus.Hrs : Mon - Fri I}Hhﬂﬂ-4pm
Sat 08h00 - Thoo pm

Sumiars & Public Holidays Closed
Feline Grooming available

Contact:
Neomi- 083 477 0801

Harriet- 084 761 4802
021 785 2251




ADOPT A LIFE PARTNER TODAY.
www.kittyhaven.co.za

Rescue ¢ Rehabilitation ® Re-Homing

271 Corlett Drive, Kew, Johannesburg
Tel: (011) 440 2404

CAT & DOG ADOPTION * PET BOARDING * VOLUNTEER & DONATION OPPORTUNITITIES



RESCUE ME

Tales of Daring Rescues and Rehabilitation

Afrika

Afrika was found in a field near a squatter camp in
Hennops River. We were called and told there was
a film crew there who had had found a puppy tied
up and emaciated. Our inspector went out and
spoke to the crew and was directed to the puppy.
The inspector started a search for the owner, she
spoke to people and tried to find out who the
puppy belonged to and why it had been tied up
and left in the middle of nowhere.

Some people said that the dog had been there for
some time but that no one had been there to feed
it. We removed the dog as he was in obvious dan-
ger and close to death. He was severely dehy-
drated. He was taken to the vet immediately and
he was found to have pneumonia — he was
treated, vaccinated and dewormed.

He has made a lovely recovery and is truly a beau-
tiful dog. He has transformed from a scared, sick
little pup into a playful healthy young dog. We have
never been able to trace the owner and therefore
we cannot educate the person on animal welfare
or prevent this person from doing this kind of thing
again. The production company's name is Afrika
and he has been named after them.
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If they had not found him, there is no telling what
would have become of him. Afrika has been
adopted by a lovely family in Pecanwood and is
loving his second chance at life.

Solly

Animals, what's best for them and how welfare
complaints are dealt with and their outcomes can
be very controversial. We received a complaint
of neglect, went to investigate and found Solly at
a shack on a small holding. Upon our arrival at
approximately 8am, we where greeted by the
owner, who was already drinking and quite in-
toxicated as well as aggressive.

After some questioning we found that Solly was
being bred to sell her puppies to earn her owner
an income. We told him that she was not in an
acceptable condition and was clearly not receiv-
ing enough food to eat considering she was
feeding puppies. He wanted us to buy the pup-
pies but we naturally refused. We managed to
convince the owner to hand her over so she can
be sterilized and treated for an open wound she
had across her side, but he refused to hand the
puppies over. Their condition was acceptable be-
cause they had been living off Solly’'s milk.

We suspected Solly was injured by a stick we
found wrapped with barbed wire. She was steril-
ized, treated and returned to her owner. On her
return the owner gave us the two female pup-
pies.
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We thank everyone for their willingness to
share their concern regarding animal neglect
etc, but need them to understand that taking the
animals away does not stop the neglect of ani-
mals to come. We are not here to “take animals
away" from people. First and foremost we are
here to educate. We feel animals are helped
more quickly and more proficiently when mat-
ters are dealt with good PR and education and
without the threat of prosecution.

Our motto is education above prosecution.
However, this does not mean we will never
prosecute. We will prosecute any person who
does not improve the welfare of their animals
after we have attempted to assist them.

Nat-Leigh Strydom
HAWS

HAWS

Petathon

Saturday 8th May — Petathon at Pecanwood
College, Broederstroom, Hartbeespoort. Fun
Run/Malk in the country with your pet. The
10km starts at 08h30 and the 1650m at 09h00.

Contact Margaret for details on
rushton@iafrica.com or phone 082 895 4655.
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